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Tropical forests in the context of global 
forest resource 

1. The world’s total forest area is estimated to be just over 

4 billion ha. Asean forests cover approx. 213 mill ha. 

2. Forest products make a significant contribution to the 

shelter of at least 1.3 billion people, or 18 percent of the 

world’s population. Asean: 200 mill people (+50%) 

3. The recorded number of people living in homes where 

forest products are the main materials used for walls, 

roofs or floors is about 1 billion in Asia and Oceania 

and 150 million in Africa 

4. It is estimated that about 2.4 billion people  cook with 

woodfuel 



Tropical forests in the context of global 
forest resource 

5. Tropical forest found in 65 countries totaling 1,664 mill.ha of 

which 1,421 mill.ha (85%) is in 33 ITTO  member countries 

6. Of 65 countries, top seven are ITTO member countries: 

 Brazil (520 mill.ha); DRC (154 mill.ha);  

 Indonesia (94 mill.ha); India and Peru (68 mill.ha); 

 Mexico (65 mill.ha); Columbia (60 mill.ha) 

7. Tropical forest by regions:  

  Africa (440 mill.ha., 61% ITTO) 

  Aspac (317 mill.ha., 89% ITTO) 

  LAC (907 mill.ha., 96% ITTO) 



Tropical forests in the context of global 
forest resource 

8. Availability and quality of large-diameter 

tropical hardwood logs of primary wood 

spesies are declining 

9. In contrast, the forest resources of the 

temperate zones are generally either stable or 

increasing offer higher levels of productivity 

per unit area 

 



Tropical forests in the context of global 
forest resource 

8. In 2013, the total area of certified forests in ITTO producing 

member countries was 25.5 million hectares, which accounted 

for 5.7% of the world’s total area of certified forests of about 

444 million hectares.  

9. The FSC certified forest area= 17.2 million hectares, which 

accounted for about 9% of the total FSC certified forest areas 

in the world. 

10. PEFC 6.4 million hectares, accounting for about 2.5%  



Tropical forests in the context of global 
forest resource 

11.Plantations: 2010, only 15.6 million hectares (14%) of the 

world’s plantation  are in countries located in in the 

tropics, majority of which is in Southeast Asia 

12.During 1990s, most new plantations were established in 

temperate region 

13.Since 2000 the vast majority of new plantations have 

been established in China 

14.Opportunity to increase the use of LUS 
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Trends in timber production and trade 

1. The total volume of world exports of primary tropical timber 

products comprising logs, sawn timber, plywood and veneer 

have in fact fallen significantly from 70.18 million cubic 

metres in 1995 to only 52.38 million cubic metres in 2011 

2. The share of these primary tropical timber products to the 

expanding total world exports of all primary timber products 

have declined from 22% to merely 13% over the same period 



Trends in timber production and trade 

3. Changes in major trade flows for primary tropical timber 

products from traditional markets the EU, USA and Japan to 

emerging and developing markets particularly China, India and 

Vietnam 

4. Exports of  SPWP comprising wooden furniture and parts, 

builders’ woodwork, other secondary processed products and 

mouldings, have surpassed those of primary tropical timber 

products 

5. Volume of exports of secondary processed timber products by 

ITTO producer accounting for only 12% of the world exports of 

secondary processed timber products 

 







 Tropical log production 
 itto producer regions 1994-2014  
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Major importers and exporters of 
 tropical sawnwood, 2013 (1,000 m3) 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exporters 
 
Importers 

Thailand Malaysia Indonesia Cameroon Philippines TOTAL 
IMPORTS 

China 1896 206 368 96 704 4200 

Thailand 557 2 26 - 694 

USA 1 23 10 34 2 386 

Viet Nam - 5 - - - 441 

France 33 19 48 - 325 

TOTAL 
EXPORTS 

1915 1896 882 766 748 

Source: COMTRADE 

As reported by importing countries, except Viet Nam 



 Tropical SAWNWOOD Imports 
  major ITTO countries 1994-2014  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Tropical SAWNWOOD exports 
  major ITTO countries 1994-2014  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Major importers and exporters of 
 tropical plywood, 2013 (1,000 m3) 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exporters 
 
Importers 

Indonesia Malaysia China Viet Nam TOTAL 
IMPORTS 

Japan 1036 1267 53 47 2428 

Korea, Rep. of 121 240 323 58 756 

USA 256 148 59 19 638 

Taiwan P.O.C. 72 265 16 - 379 

TOTAL EXPORTS 2836 2695 616 159 

Source: COMTRADE 

As reported by importing countries  



 Tropical plywood exports  
 major ITTO countries 1994-2014  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Tropical plywood imports 
 major ITTO countries, 1994-2014  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Secondary processed wood products trade  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Major importers of secondary processed wood products 



China: exports of wooden furniture and Parts 2000-
2013 
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USA: imports of wooden furniture and parts, 
 2000-2013 



Tropical country exports of secondary processed 
wood products, 2000-2013 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Source: COMTRADE 



Tropical country exports of spwps, 2013 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Furniture 



Builder’s woodwork 



Paper 









GLOBAL MARKET TRENDS AND 

DRIVERS 

 

 Declining availability of tropical wood supply (e.g. 
due to LEB) 

 Risk of slower economic growth in China 

 Asia’s competitiveness  in  secondary wood 
processing declining 

 Complexity of the global supply chain for SPWPs 

 Intensification of existing trends: substitution, intra-
regional trade, shift in trade to emerging markets, 
legality and sustainability assurances in consumer 
countries 



LEB (Log Export Ban) Policy 

Twin goals:  

conservation and economic development 

ASEAN Countries: 

All producer countries 

 

 

 

 



Pros and Cons 

Resource-based industrialization: 

1. Encourage the development of local forest-based 

industrialization with strong export orientation  

greater value added + job opportunities 

2. Shifting from primary product to further 

processing (downstream industries increase 

export revenue 

3. Low cost of log  expand industry size 

4. Inefficiency in domestic wood processing (study: 

15-20% more trees for every m3) 

 

 



Pros and Cons 

Employment generation: 

1. Processing industries employed more people 

than in logging activities 

2. Study: expansion of the processing industry 

employs fewer people 

 

 

 

 

 



Pros and Cons 

Environmental consideration: 

1. Market price and quantity of logs excluded  

externalities (deforestation, non-timber forest benefits) 

2. Study: LEB policy not associated with slower 

deforestation;  lower price for timber may create 

disincentives for forest conservation/discourage the 

adoption of sustainable practice; forest conversion to 

agricultural crops and plantation 

 

 



LEB (Log Export Ban) Policy 

Is LEB an effective policy measure? 

 

 

Discuss: advantages vs disadvantages 

 

Recommendations? 


